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Data is a pillar of EU competitiveness
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Ehm… what’s a data space 
again?
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What’s a data space?
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Collaborative data sharing 
in data spaces

Images: Flaticon.com

A data space is an interoperable framework, based on 
common governance principles, standards, practices and 
enabling services, that enables trusted data transactions 
between participants.

CEN Workshop Agreement 18125 (available here)
and Data Spaces Support Centre’s Glossary (here)

https://www.cencenelec.eu/media/CEN-CENELEC/CWAs/RI/2024/cwa18125_2024.pdf
https://dssc.eu/space/bv15e/766061638/1+Key+Concept+Definitions


The European data space
landscape
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EU data strategy at a glance
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Source: European Commission, Rizzi, D. (2022).

EU Data Strategy

Data actions:
New legislation (Data Act, 
Data Governance Act, etc.)

Co-investments in common 
European data Spaces

Cloud actions:
Cloud Rulebook

Co-Investments in cloud-to-
edge services, cloud 
federation and 
marketplaces.

Coordination

Use cases; 
technical architecture

Common
European 

Data 
Spaces

Complementing & integrating 
private and public initiatives, e.g.: 

European Alliance for 
Industrial Data, Edge 

and Cloud

IPCEI* on Next 
Generation 

Cloud 
(*Important Project of 

Common European 
Interest)

Federation & 
interoperability standards

DIGITAL EUROPE

PROGRAMME
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Positioning of the DSSC within the EU 
Data Strategy implementation actions
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Common European Data Spaces



The Data Spaces Support Centre receives funding from the European 
Union Digital Europe Programme under grant agreement n° 101083412.

December 11, 2024 8



The Data Spaces Support Centre receives funding from the European 
Union Digital Europe Programme under grant agreement n° 101083412.

The Data Spaces Support Centre    - DSSC 
and its mission
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Partners Associated and collaboration partners
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Language

Cultural Heritage

Skills

ManufacturingMobility

Smart cities
Energy

Health

Media

Completed projectsPublic sector 
Procurement

+ Collaboration with Simpl

TourismGreen Deal

Focus on Digital Europe Programme (DEP) funded Data 
Spaces … but ALL Data Spaces are relevant !!

The DSSC “Community of Practice”
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Data Spaces Support Centre mission
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• Promote adoption 
through support activities, 
a knowledge-sharing 
platform, and engagement 
with stakeholders

• Assist the European Data 
Innovation Board in 
setting guidelines for 
common European data 
spaces

• Co-create, develop and 
evolve guidance through 
assets and services such 
as the data spaces 
“Blueprint”, together with 
stakeholders and experts

• Facilitate interoperable 
data sharing across 
sectors while respecting 
the EU values

Support the EU 
Data Strategy

Coordinate the 
development of 

a data space 
blueprint

Support 
community of 
stakeholders

Support the 
European 

Commission



What DSSC does?
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What 
we do

We engage and create a 
community of EU-funded data 
space initiatives and other EU 
stakeholders…

… but not only: we look outside 
and learn from other initiatives, 
like in the private sector.

The learning we acquired from the 
community, existing practices and 
standards are researched, 
structured and distilled into 
meaningful inputs for the 
following stages.

Volunteer experts from the public 
and our own staff join in working 
groups to combine our learning 
and co-create our guidance.

Expert technology contractors and 
the open-source community 
(soon) select, customise and 
maintain a suitable complete 
selection of software components 
to implement core data space 
functionality.

We enable European data spaces 
to move from learning to 
designing, building and operating, 
and support them in the process.

We disseminate our assets so that 
the EU-funded data spaces – and 
everyone, really! – is informed of 
their availability and evolution.

What 
we 

offer

• “Relationship management” 
and facilitation of a Community 
of Practice for the EU-funded 
data spaces

• Beyond the data spaces, the 
facilitation of a wider Network 
of Stakeholders in dedicated 
Thematic Groups (technical, 
business, legal…)

• Review of pre-existing 
specifications and standards

• Review of pre-existing open-
source software for data 
sharing and related 
functionalities

• Architecture landscape

• Best practices

• Demonstrations and test 
infrastructures

• The Starter Kit

• The Design Principles

• The Glossary and Conceptual 
Model

• The Blueprint as a specification 
of functional building blocks 
that cover the full spectrum of a 
generic data space’s needs

• The Co-Creation Method to 
assist designers in choosing the 
building blocks suitable to your 
data space

• Simpl-Open: the open-source 
software stack that powers data 
spaces and other cloud-to-edge 
federation initiatives

• Simpl-Live: the adoption of 
Simpl-Open in specific data 
space instances

• Simpl-Labs: the playground 
environment for Simpl-Open to 
test interoperability

• The Radar: a crowdsourced 
catalogue of known data spaces 
in operations and their 
characteristics, in the EU and 
beyond

• The Toolbox: a crowd-sourced 
catalogue of components that 
implement parts of the 
Blueprint’s functionalities, 
software but also business and 
legal

• Support

• The upcoming CEN/CENELEC 
Maturity Model to measure 
how compliant your data space 
is with EU legislation and 
guidance

• Communications: the website, 
social media… 

• Engagement of the public: 
webinars, the live events, 
participation to other relevant 
initiatives’ events…

• Engagement of Standard 
Development Organisations

The European Commission’s efforts to promote and support 
data space development
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Community building Distillation Synthesis
Guidance and 

support
DisseminationBuild

The roles of the Data Spaces Support Centre project and the Simpl programme, and their offering
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DSSC offerings
(dssc.eu)
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• The Network of Stakeholders

• The Glossary and the Conceptual Model

• The Starter Kit

• The Collection of Standards

• The Blueprint

• The Co-Creation Method

• The Toolbox

• The Radar

• Impact monitoring and evaluation

• Support

• Communications
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DSSC offerings
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• The Network of Stakeholders

• The Glossary and the Conceptual Model

• The Starter Kit

• The Collection of Standards

• The Blueprint

• The Co-Creation Method

• The Toolbox

• The Radar

• Impact monitoring and evaluation

• Support

• Communications



The Glossary and the Conceptual Model
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• Data spaces are a new 
discipline. 

• Among practitioners, concepts 
and terminology can be 
ambiguous or subject to 
different interpretation.

• Converging on language is 
necessary for clarity and 
collaboration



Blueprint Publication
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Rationale: all DSSC offers for all users' type at a glance 

For Building Blocks makers:
- Implementers of BBs
- Data Space deployment projects
- Contributors to BBs specifications
- Data Space services developers

For Data Space makers:
- Data Space initiatives at every stage

For business users:
- Data Spaces landscape
- Market analysis
- Support and services

Provide feedback &
Get support

….at any time



Communications
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• Keeping you connected 
and informed.

• https://dssc.eu

• By the way, you’re 
already subscribed to 
our newsletter, right?
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Stay up to date with Data Spaces Support Centre and the 
European Union’s programme supporting the Common 
European Data Spaces.

Subscribe to the DSSC Newsletter at tinyurl.com/dssc-
newsletter.

Watch again the recordings from all our public events and 
webinars, including the monthly Insight Series.

Take a look at DSSC.EU

https://tinyurl.com/dssc-newsletter
https://tinyurl.com/dssc-newsletter


Thank you!
tuomo.tuikka@vtt.fi
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